WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . \ A system for distributing content to a client computer, comprising: 

2 a server comprising a content object; 

3 a first COTtent cache at a first address, wherein the first content cache 

4 comprises a first copy of l^e content object; 

5 a second coment cache at a second address, wherein the second content 

6 cache comprises a second cop\of the content object; and 

7 a preference Ust oi^inating from the chent computer, wherein the 

8 preference hst comprises at least onfe of the first address and the second address. 

1 2. The system for distributing content to the client computer as recited 

2 in claim 1, fiirther comprising a routing mechanism that maps one of the content object, 
Q 3 the first copy and the second copy to the client computer. 

1 3. The systemvfor distributing content to the client computer as recited 

!:; ; 2 in claim 1, further comprisingX^^re^tory that maps one of the content object, the first 

Q 3 copy and the second copy to the client computer. 



^ 4. 



1 / 4. The system for distributing content to the client computer as recited 

2 in claim 3, wherein the serv^ periodically delivers a catalog of content objects to the 

3 directory, y 

1 5. The sys^&itib^ distributing content to the client computer as recited 

2 in claim 3, wherein the directd^A;Saffected by the preference list. 

1 6. The system for distributing content to the client computer as recited 

2 in claim 1 , wherein: 

3 the content object comprises a first portion and a second portion; 

4 the first portion is stored on the first content cache and not on the second 

5 content cache; and 

6 the second portion is stored on the second content cache and not on the 

7 first content cache. 

1 7. A system for distributing content to a client computer, comprising: 

2 a content object; 
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3 a first content cache at a first address, wherein the first content cache 

4 comprises a first copy of the content object; 

5 a second content cache at a second address, wherein the second content 

6 cache comprises a second copy of the content object; and 

7 a directory that maps one of the first copy and the second copy to the client 

8 computer. 

1 8. The system for distributing content to the cHent computer as recited 

2 in claim 7, further comprising a preference list originating fi-om the client computer, 

3 wherein the preference list comprises at least one of the first address and the second 

4 address. 

1 9. The system for distributing content to the client computer as recited 

2 in claim 8, wherein the directory is affected by the preference list. 

1 10. The system for distributing content to the client computer as recited 

2 in claim 7, fiirther comprising a routing mechanism that maps one of the content object, a 

3 first copy and a second copy to the client computer. 

1 11. The system for distributing content to the client computer as recited 

2 in claim 7, fiirther comprising a server that comprises the content object. 

1 12. The system for distributing content to the client computer as recited 

2 in claim 1 1 , wherein the server periodically delivers catalog information to the directory. 

1 13. The system for distributing content to the client computer as recited 

2 in claim 11, wherein: 

3 the content object comprises a first portion and a second portion; 

4 the first portion is stored on the first content cache and not on the second 

5 content cache; and 

6 the second portion is stored on the second content cache and not on the 

7 first content cache. 

1 14. A system for distributing content to a client computer, comprising: 

2 a content object comprising a portion; 
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3 a first content cache at a first address, wherein the first content cache 

4 comprises a first copy of the portion; 

5 a second content cache at a second address, wherein the second content 

6 cache comprises a second copy of the portion; and 

7 a routing mechanism that maps one of the portion, the first copy and the 

8 second copy to the chent computer. 

1 15. The system for distributing content to the chent computer as recited 

2 in claim 14, fiarther comprising a preference hst originating from the chent computer, 

3 wherein the preference hst comprises at least one of the first address and the second 

4 address. 

1 16. The system for distributing content to the client computer as recited 

2 in claim 15, wherein the directory is affected by the preference list. 

1 17. The system for distributing content to the client computer as recited 

2 in claim 14, fiirther comprising a server that comprises the content object. 

1 18. The system for distributing content to the client computer as recited 

2 in claim 17, wherein the server periodically delivers a catalog of content objects on the 

3 server to the directory. 

1 19. The system for distributing content to the client computer as recited 

2 in claim 16, wherein: 

3 the content object comprises a first fi-agment and a second fi-agment; 

4 the first fi-agment is stored on the first content cache and not on the second 

5 content cache; and 

6 the second fragment is stored on the second content cache and not on the 

7 first content cache. 

1 20. The system for distributing content to the client computer as recited 

2 in claim 14, wherein the routing mechanism includes a directory. 
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